





Parish Profile

We are seeking a prayerful pastor and teacher who:

Is able to lead a busy and ever-evolving church

Will lead the continuing mission in the benefice

Will further on-going ecumenical development

Is a good team leader and is supportive across the whole age range
Will continue the strong relationship with the village school

Is comfortable with a variety of worship styles
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Is a competent administrator with at least basic IT skills

St Mary the Virgin, Elham

St Martin, Wootton St Mary Magdalane, Denton



The Three Communities

The three village communities are friendly, steeped in history and surrounded by wonderful
Kent countryside.

The Parishes
Elham

Church: St. Mary the Virgin
Electoral Roll: 129

Elham is a most attractive and vibrant village in the centre of the beautiful Elham Valley which

runs between Canterbury and Folkestone.

The parish extends beyond the nuclear village to include the farms and houses in the surrounding
rolling downland. The population is about 1800 with a mixture of ages, many retired, and
younger families where the adults work away from the village. Elham is equidistant from
Canterbury and Folkestone, and not far from Ashford and Dover. The Channel Tunnel is only 10
minutes away and the fast rail link to London is coming to Ashford and Folkestone in 2009.

There is a thriving Methodist Church at which the Covenant Minister is Superintendent,
and one lay worker.

There are excellent schools in the area and two Universities in Canterbury. We are particularly
proud of our C of E (aided) Primary School, which has recently received “Good” ratings from
both OFSTED and the Section 48 report (Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools).

Elham has two public houses, a small hotel, and many other amenities including a village shop,
a farm shop, farmers’ market and an estate agent together with an art gallery. There are thriving
cricket and tennis clubs and other sports facilities at the new Village Hall, which also hosts adult
education and leisure courses. Elham is also home to the East Kent Foxhounds. It is a truly
warm and caring community.



Both village and church have ancient origins - the manor of Elham was one of those bequeathed
by William the Conqueror to his half brother Odo of Bayeux after the Norman Conquest. The
Saxon church was rebuilt by the Normans. It is situated on one side of the old market square,
about 50 metres away from the main road through the village.

Although altered and added to over the centuries the building is in good repair, and has been
lovingly cared for. It can seat about 180 comfortably. A lot of internal work was done about
100 years ago by the architect E C. Eden together with the incumbent Alard de Bourbel. It is
highly regarded by English Heritage and is featured in Simon Jenkins’ book ‘England’s 1000
Best Churches’.

The Friends of Saint Mary’s has recently been started to raise funds for maintenance of the
Church building, and gives regular time to churchyard upkeep.

Other Buildings
Clergy House

The Elham vicarage, built during the mid 1960s, stands in well proportioned private and safe
gardens to front and rear set back from Vicarage Lane and yet in a central position in the village.
The accommodation is well balanced and flexible with the ability to be used as a 5 bedroom family
house or a normal 4 bedroom house with guest accommodation. The original double glazing
has recently been replaced with quality Upve throughout and there is an up to date oil fired
boiler for central heating and hot water. In brief, the accommodation consists of the following

et TR

Ground Floor: Spacious entrance hall Cloakroom, Sitting room, Dining Room, Modern Kitchen,
Utility, 3rd Reception/Bedroom 5 (plumbing for shower available), Study and store room, Integral Garage.

First Floor: Galleried landing 2 Double Bedrooms and 2 Single Bedrooms, Bathroom with power shower
over bath and separate WC.

Outside: I side is a store-machinery shed.




Church Hall

Built at the same time as the Clergy House and situated on the main road through the village,
this can cater for gatherings of about 40-50 people and has lavatories and a small kitchen.
There is a 3-bedroom flat above, currently let to the school caretaker, and a reasonable garden.

Sir John Williams Hall

This is part of a charitable trust dating from 1727 The Hall, of later date, is currently leased to the
Primary School. The Incumbent and Churchwardens are automatically trustees who meet 3 or 4
times a year.

Worship
Pattern of Services

Sunday
08.00am Cw2 Holy Communion
09.30am CW1 Parish sung Eucharist

10.00am Benefice service (see below))

6.30pm Roman Catholic Mass on the Ist Sunday of the month
Weekdays

09.00am Morning Prayer: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri and Sat

09.00am Holy Communion: Thurs

0700am Friday Candle: 15 mins silent prayer

On a fifth Sunday in the month we have a Benefice service moving between the 3 churches.

Approximately 80 people attend the Sunday Services at St Mary’s expanding to about 120 for
the All Age Worship. At Christmas the Carol Service, the Crib Service and Midnight Mass are
attended by about 180 people.

Additional worship includes 2 Taizé services in Spring and Autumn. Joint services with local
Methodists, especially the Good Friday Procession, Harvest and Christmas.

Elham Rejoice - local civic service with Parish Council in Village Hall.
I1am Remembrance Day service with British Legion.

Baptisms and Weddings are held by arrangement with the Incumbent. So far in 2008 there
have been 9 baptisms and 4 weddings, with 3 more booked.

Our preferred style of worship is of the high church tradition. We have an experienced organist
and choir director. The choir helps lead the worship and currently there are 17 members. An
Introit and Anthem are sung most Sundays.

We have an active Worship Committee to discuss new ideas.

Work With Young People

Sunday School meets in St Mary’s Hall and the children and teachers come into church for a
blessing at the Eucharist on alternate weeks.

The older Sunday School members may go on to be Servers, led, trained and encouraged by the
Head Server, and this has led to the formation of a teenage group which meets for social events
and discussion, and call themselves the Arc Angels as they meet at the Reader’s house which is
called 'The Arc’.



We also have a newly formed Brownie pack, which is very popular, and a Guide Unit
opening imminently.

Recently we have created a children’s corner in the Baptistry which has again been
most successful.

The incumbent has a strong involvement with the Primary School

Administration

At the moment the Incumbent’s study is used as the parish office and has a computer and
photocopier. This could be revamped, perhaps by utilising the muniment room over the north
porch of the church.

Elham and Tourism

Because Flham is a very pretty village and coach tours often stop here, the church is open during
the hours of daylight and has many visitors. We have a well-produced new guide book. We also
have a second hand bookstall which attracts local people as well as visitors.




The Staff Team
Other Clergy and Reader

As well as the Incumbent there is one NSM and one retired Archdeacon who are willing to help.

In addition we have one Reader, and another NSM who lives in the parish and who has been
very helpful during the present Incumbent’s recent illness, although officially attached to a parish
in Folkestone.

Lay Involvement and Committee Structure

All aspects of church life are monitored and developed by the PCC and its various sub-
committees (PCC led but containing other members of the Parish). A vital one is Social &
Fundraising which, amongst many activities, supports regular concerts and encourages greater use
of the church building for social and community events.

A newly-formed group entitled “The FAQs of Life” (frequently asked questions) meets in secular
premises to discuss relevant contemporary issues. It is targeted at all members of the community
and so far has considered the environment and climate change, education and coping with old
age. A particularly popular session considered the relationship between science and religion, led
by The Revd. Dr. John Polkinghorne.

Several concerts are held in the church every year and we are trying to encourage more events
within the church building,

Spirituality and Education

Each year the PCC, sometimes including other member of the congregation, has an Away Day to
develop the Mission Plan and to pray together.

The Focus Group of combined Parishes and Christian faiths in the whole Valley arranged
a splendid series in 2007 of Lenten Talks in Anglican and Methodist churches and halls in
Lyminge, Elham, Barham and Kingston.

A Rogation Sunday walk through the Benefice was revived this year.

During Lent we also offer Lent Lunches in the Methodist Hall and at Easter, Harvest and
Christmas there are many joint activities.

Outreach and Communication

We have an excellent churches’ website at wwwelhamchurches.com which is constantly updated.

Home Communion is taken to the sick and infirm by a team of volunteers as well as the
Incumbent. Various collections have supported Christian Aid and USPG. At Christmas, cards are
hung on a tree sending good wishes to local friends and this year the money collected supported
a local charity helping people in several villages in Uganda.

A care circle operates in the village offering help to anyone in need, and a Meal Bank has been
set up similarly.
We have a Fair Trade stall in the church and support the Rainbow Centre in Folkestone with gifts

of food for the homeless.

‘In Touch’ is the church magazine for the 3 parishes of the Benefice advertising all our services
and activities.



The Village School

We are fortunate to retain our village Church of England (Aided) Primary School. The
incumbent has a weekly involvement giving religious instruction with an additional social role.
The Head teacher is a committed Christian. In addition to weekly assemblies, children, staff and
parents attend specially designed Termly services in Church.

There are 120 pupils, 5 classes and 15 staff. The PCC appoints Foundation Governors. There
are 9 representatives from the church on the school Governing Body. The Incumbent, at the

moment, is on the Governing Body, but does not chair it.

Financial Report

The Church holds two accounts; a current account, which represents the ordinary income and
expenditure part of a General Fund, and a deposit account which is approximately one-third
the remainder of the General Fund and two-thirds a Legacy Fund. The total deposit assets
amount to £59k, which is all held in a Church of England Deposit Fund yielding about 5_%.

Contained within the General Fund is a Restricted Fund of £6.5k for the Church
fabric maintenance.

In 2007 the total income for the General Fund was £69.9k and total payments £58.6k, giving
a surplus for the year of £11.3k.



The Parishes
St Mary Magdalene’s Church, Denton

Electoral roll: 24

Parish Profile
Pattern of Services

Sunday
1045am  Sung Eucharist (Family Service) (1st Sunday)
800am  Holy Communion (2nd Sunday)
6.00pm  Evensong (3rd Sunday)
1L15am  Holy Communion (4th Sunday)
1000am  Holy Communion
(5th Sunday - Benefice Service)

The Church

The earliest recorded reference to the hamlet of Denton
is in a charter of 799 AD wherein the name occurs

as DENETUN. There can be little doubt that Denton
church is of Saxon foundation, however, there are no
visible remains today.

The present church is largely of early 13th Century
construction as evidenced by the simple form of the
building itself, the chancel arch, and the lancet windows which occur in both chancel and nave.
Most of the lancet windows have been renewed at a later date but the building remains typically
characteristic of the small English village church of the period.

Worship

St Mary Magdalene’s has a small but dedicated congregation who support the services and the
general running of the church. Average attendance throughout the year is 12 who attend the
Sunday communion. Due to the small size of the village we do not have a Sunday school or
choir but we do have an organist.

Finances

St Mary Magdalene’s has three accounts, a General Fund (Current and Deposit) and a Church
Fabric Bequest account.

General Fund

The average annual income is £8,000 and an expenditure of roughly the same. In 2007 there
was a surplus of £1,358 though in 2006 there was a deficit of £823. At the end of 2007 the fund
had assets of £5,098 of which £3,647 were in a CBF Deposit account.

Church Fabric Fund - The Sylvia Humphriss Bequest
This fund has a total value of £5,795 all of which is on deposit.



The Parishes
St Martin’s Church, Wootton

Electoral Roll: 25

Parish Profile

Pattern of Services

Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)

11.15am Holy Communion (2nd and 4th Sundays)

11.15am Holy Communion (3rd Sunday — normally shared with Denton)
10.00am Holy Communion (5th Sunday - Benefice Service)

The Church

The earliest recorded reference to the village of Wootton is in
a Charter of 687 AD wherein the name occurs as Uudeton.
Wootton is not mentioned in the Domesday Book but the
church occurs in the Domesday Monachorum in the list of
priests and churches paying customary to the Archbishop of
Canterbury. We can, therefore, say with some assurance that
Wootton church is of Saxon foundation, however there are no
visible signs of the remains today.

The church is largely of 13th century construction with lancet
windows in both the chancel and nave. The church was
restored by public subscription in 1879. There is one bell in
working order, made by Joseph Hatch in 1629.

Worship

St Martin’s has a small but dedicated congregation who support the services and the general
running of the church. Average attendance throughout the year is 12 who attend the Sunday
communion. The congregation, who tend to be of mature years, prefer traditional services but
also enjoy the variety offered by the other two churches in the benefice. Due to the small size of
the village we do not have a Sunday school, choir or organist.

Finances
St Martin’s has two accounts, a General Fund and a Churchyard & Church Fabric Fund.

General Fund

The average annual income is £6.1k and an expenditure of roughly the same. In 2007 there
was a small excess of expenditure (£539) over income. The fund has assets of £14,956 of which
£11014 is invested in various stocks and shares.

Churchyard & Fabric Fund
This fund has a total value of £20,396 of which £20,042 is invested.



Elham Deanery

Elham Deanery, in the Archdeaconry of Canterbury, consists of 21 parishes centred around the
seaside towns of Folkestone and Hythe and stretching out into the Elham Valley. The Deanery has
a good mix of urban, suburban and rural parishes and increasingly includes multi parish benefices.

Elham Deanery shares in the Diocesan vision of “Growing Forward Together towards 2020”

(see Appendix). Each parish is expected to have a mission plan which in turn informs and
develops the thinking of the Deanery as a whole. In recent years the Deanery has seen the
development of some “Fresh Expressions” of worship, whilst continuing to value its existing
inherited models. We encourage each other in trying new things! We are committed to providing
spiritual leadership for all our churches and recognise the need to be prayerful, flexible and
strategic in planning for this. We note, and are encouraged by, the increasing opportunities for
non-stipendiary ministry, lay and ordained. Our Synod meetings are frequently open to anyone
in the Deanery and often have a mission focus. Last January we discussed Bob Jackson’s “Road to
Growth” and in June we heard John Polkinghorne speak about Science and Faith. The Deanery
also shares news of activities designed to help us grow in our discipleship. Pilgrimages, retreats
and teaching sessions are widely publicised and open to all in the Deanery.

The Chapter meets regularly, including a much appreciated annual two-day residential, and
relationships are good and mutually supportive. The Deanery is in good heart; there is a genuine
commitment to mission; good ideas are exchanged and ministry is shared as appropriate. The
Deanery is also committed to working with Churches Together in both Folkestone and Hythe.

Hilary Jones
Area Dean of Elham
August 2008

Conclusion

The post advertised is for a Priest in Charge as the Living has been suspended recently. The
Deanery is looking at the possibility of some pastoral re-organisation which would affect this
Benefice. Nothing concrete has been decided upon, but any applicant should be aware that
there might be some changes to the make up of this Benefice in the future. The Elham,
Denton and Wootton Benefice offers many opportunities and attractions for a priest. We have
aspirations and hopes for the future as we seek to build on the ministry of a much loved and
respected Vicar and will offer a warm and loving community to whomever is appointed.



Appendix
Growing Forward Together Towards 2020

Summary

An encouragement to parishes, deaneries, and the diocesan groups to reflect on their
priorities and strategies in mission. In all that we do with and for God we shall seek to be:
loving

collaborative

flexible

prepared to take risks

generous

wanting to say Yes
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Growing with God - a holy people

Our priority will be to make our relationship with God active, vibrant and exciting,
So we are looking for SPIRITUAL REVIVAL and RENEWAL

t that is personal
t and corporate
t that brings new enthusiasm, commitment, and vision

Growing as disciples - a learning people
Our priority will be

t that we should be a learning people, committed to understanding our faith and able
to relate it to our life in the world
t to call out, train and nurture ministers both lay and ordained

Growing in the world - a missionary and evangelistic people
Our priority will be to become a Church that is involved in, with and for the World

t in our daily lives

t in our worship and prayer
Tt in our mission

t in our social action

Travelling Light
Our priority as a pilgrim people will be to seek
t to hold on to all that is important

t to let go of what holds us back
t  to have sufficient resources for our journey




It is a good time to be in Canterbury Diocese! There is so much God is doing among us
that brings encouragement and hope!

[ have a real sense that under God there is greater confidence, a stronger vision, and
even greater numbers. Clergy and laity are learning the benefits of working more
collaboratively, parishes are valuing their work together in clusters, minsters, and in
deaneries. All of us are realising that we need each other, and our need to grow in love
for each other and for God.

This summary should be received as an encouragement not as an additional burden.
It sets before us four main challenges for our pilgrimage together into this brave new
century. As an individual, ask yourself how you measure up to the values on the front
cover and the priorities on the inside.

Be honest! What is holding you back? What is driving you forward? What help do you
need? Ask yourself the same question about your parish. As we look at our meetings,
agendas, spending priorities - could we not travel lighter, or differently? What do

we know about our neighbouring parishes? Do people see us as part of the same
enterprise? ...and what about the diocese, or deanery ... or even our family? It is my
prayer that, as we explore the challenges set by this leaflet (and the presentation etc
that lie behind it), we shall be set free to be God’s missionary people as we learn to be
Growing Forward Together with God and with each other.

Right Revd Dr Stephen Venner,
Bishop in Canterbury (Bishop of Dover)

For more information see
http://www.canterbury.anglican.org/growingforwardtogethertowards2020/index.htm






